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Three local groups aim to
improve lives in our community
and across Chicago.

See page 9.

City and Mayor Lightfoot honor
Marshall High School girls
basketball coach Dorothy Gaters.
See Around the Neighborhood,

Chicago Fire facility welcome, but
housing still needed as well.
See editorial, page 15.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS

Grow Greater Englewood shows
how to address fresh food
accessibility.

See page 5.

Alderman Patrick D. Thompson's
fall from grace.
See editorial, page 15.

Read the complete electronic
version of Gazette Chicago at
eedition.gazettechicago.com.

Chicago Fire soccer team looking to

build training facility on CHA’s land

By Monica M. Walk
and William S. Bike

The City is inviting Near West Side
residents to attend public commu-
nity meetings to discuss plans to
build a training facility and head-
quarters for the Chicago Fire Foot-
ball Club, Chicago’s Major League
Soccer men'’s team, in the Roos-
evelt Square area.

The City had not set meeting
dates for community input, how-
ever, as Gazette Chicago went to
press but expects to hold them
this spring, according to Chicago
Department of Planning and De-
velopment Deputy Director Peter
Strazzabosco. The City’s webpage

Continued on page 3
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The Chicago Fire and City of Chicago have proposed building a training facility
on Chicago Housing Authority land in the Roosevelt Square area on the Near

West Side.

0IG faults City’s handling of TIF data and surplus reporting

By William S. Bike

The City of Chicago has been defi-
cient in its reporting for tax incre-
ment financing and incorrectly
minimized Chicago’s TIF surplus,
according to the City’s Office of
Inspector General.

The Office of Inspector General
(OIG) audited the City of Chica-
go'’s compliance with its TIF Sun-
shine Ordinance and TIF Surplus
Executive Order, and concluded

the City failed to provide the pub-
lic with all the data required by
the TIF Sunshine Ordinance. Also,
while the City declared a TIF sur-
plus in accordance with the TIF
Surplus Executive Order in 2020, it
limited the amount considered for
surplus declaration.

When the City creates a TIF,
the City and County governments
freeze the amount of taxes col-
lected in the TIF for 23 years at
the first year’s rate, known as the

“base” amount. All taxes exceed-
ing that amount collected for the
next 22 years—renewable for an
additional 11 years—go to the TIF
fund completely controlled by the
mayor instead of to education and
other essential public services.

In 2009, in an effort to increase
TIF transparency, the City Coun-
cil passed the TIF Sunshine Or-
dinance, which requires the City
to post certain data publicly. In

Continued on page 6

National Runaway Safeline helps at-risk youth

By Rodrigo Hernandez

The National Runaway Safeline
(NRS), a Chicago based non-profit
working to keep runaway, home-
less, and at-risk youths safe and
off the street, and to improve their
mental health, has received more
calls, emails, and chats at its cri-
sis center during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.

COVID limited shelter re-
sources and access to support sys-
tems at schools and other youth
organizations, taxing the mental
health of youths facing difficulties

and increasing the need for NRS.

Jeff Stern, chief engagement of-
ficer, joined NRS in 2020 and over-
sees its fundraising and commu-
nications initiatives.

“When people think of an or-
ganization like the National Run-
away Safeline, understandably
and rightly they first think about
[the] crisis services...we provide
for young people, families, and
providers,” Stern said, adding that
everyone at NRS has responsibil-
ity for achieving overall missions
and goals.

“For me, whether it's raising
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money for the organization, com-
municating our messages to en-
sure reception from young people,
or connecting with representa-
tives we work with at the Federal
government, I like to think what I
do is important in helping to bring
about change and increase the ef-
fectiveness of our organization,”
Stern said.

Stern stressed NRS stayed the
course for youth and families, say-
ing, “We never shut down our ser-
vices throughout the pandemic, as
challenging as it was for us initially

Continued on page 2
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Chicago Fire soccer team looking to build training facility on CHA land

Continued from page 1

for the project notes meetings will
begin in March. Dates, locations,
and times for the public meet-
ings will be posted on the City
of Chicago and Chicago Housing
Authority (CHA) websites once
scheduled. See www.chicago.gov/
city/en/depts/dcd/supp_info/chi-
cago-fire-football-club-headquar-
ters.html and www.thecha.org,

“The public engagement pro-
cess will inform what the final
facility will look like and how it
fits into the community in a way
that complements it, including
through adding new community
green space,’ CHA Senior Man-
ager of Communications Mat-
thew Aguilar told Gazette Chicago.
“CHA residents and neighbors will
have the opportunity to be part of
this process.”

“Any sort of development
should be a springboard to CHA
residents not just being housed
but having opportunities for eco-
nomic advancement to move out
of housing,’ said Don Washing-
ton, executive director of the Chi-
cago Housing Initiative. “This does
none of that”

The proposed training facility
would occupy a site in the Roo-
sevelt Square area within a par-
cel bounded by Roosevelt Road
on the north, Ashland Avenue on

the West, 14th Street on the south,
and Loomis Street on the east on
approximately 30 acres of Chicago
Housing Authority land previously
occupied by portions of the ABLA
(Addams-Brooks-Loomis-Abbott)
Homes. CHA would retain owner-
ship of the site and would not sell
the land.

Skepticism

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot’s office,
in collaboration with Chicago Fire
FC, 28th Ward Alderman Jason Er-
vin, and CHA CEO Tracey Scott,
on Jan. 27 announced preliminary
discussions to build a training fa-
cility on the site.

Mayor Lightfoot said the new
facility will “provide the surround-
ing West Side community with
jobs and recreational and other
incredible opportunities in the
future.”

Washington expressed skepti-
cism, noting that, under the City’s
1999 Plan for Transformation to
rehabilitate or replace all of Chica-
go’s public housing stock, 17,000
former public housing residents
were supposed to have a right of
return.

“Will this complex lead to
housing for 17,000 people or is
somehow that complex going to
create 17,000 jobs?” Washington
asked. “That seems nonsensical.”

The proposed longterm lease
agreement between the City and
the Fire would allow the Fire to de-
velop the multi-million dollar fa-
cility while providing community
benefits and public investments
into neighboring public housing
sites, longterm employment for
community members, and recre-
ational opportunities for youth,
according to the City.

“I am committed to working
closely with the Fire and the resi-
dents of the 28th Ward to ensure
that this opportunity for economic
investment creates a longterm
positive impact on our commu-
nity,” Ervin said.

According to the Mayor’s Of-
fice, officials have set an over-
all goal for the planning process
of creating an economic anchor
that provides employment; rec-
reational opportunities; and af-
fordable housing resources for
the community, including reha-
bilitating and preserving nearby
CHA properties and providing re-
sources for minority and wom-
en-owned businesses and com-
munity green space

“They say this will create hous-
ing,” Washington noted. “Where?
When? How much?”

Investment in CHA?
“CHA sees this partnership

with the Chicago Fire as an op-
portunity to invest in our families
and in this community,” said CHA
CEO Tracey Scott. “By repurpos-
ing this unused land, we can se-
cure substantial funds to rehabil-
itate CHA housing and develop
new affordable housing while also
creating employment opportuni-
ties for our residents and commu-
nity members.”

“The market-rate lease pay-
ments paid by the Fire would fund
much needed substantial rehab
work on public housing units in
the immediate area,” the CHA's
Aguilar told Gazette Chicago.
“CHA and the City will pursue
the maximum benefits for resi-
dents and community members
throughout the lease’s duration.
CHA sees this proposal as com-
plementary to residential use and
in line with mixed-use commu-
nity development. It also puts un-
used land to active use that deliv-
ers benefits to CHA families and
the broader community.”

Washington questions the
whole concept. “How is it possi-
ble for the CHA, with a billion dol-
lar budget, to produce affordable
housing for people by acting as a
real estate agent to produce profit
for the City of Chicago?” he asked,
noting that, instead, the CHA “is

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
utilizing its land in a way that does
not produce housing for people.”
Roosevelt Square developer Re-
lated Midwest already is replac-
ing the former ABLA Homes with
mixed-income housing, but the
process is taking years longer than
expected, and much land remains
vacant. Washington is skeptical
that the company will ever deliver.

“Related Midwest was sup-
posed to be putting up a mixed-in-
come housing complex—Roosevelt
Square—where the Chicago Fire is
going to have its practice field going
up,” he said. “If that practice facility
goes up, is that still going to hap-
pen? Can it? I don’t think it can.”

“CHA will continue efforts to
create mixed-income housing in
this area and can do so on CHA-
owned and private land and iden-
tify alternate sites within the area,”
Aguilar countered, noting the CHA
has an ongoing commitment to de-
veloping mixed-income, mixed-
use housing.

“We have a 120,000 person
housing gap in Chicago for afford-
able housing, a situation that’s not
getting any closer to being fixed,’
Washington said. “And even if they
did mixed-income housing in that
area, people who can get only pub-
lic housing will not be able to utilize
the right of return.”

Chicago Fire soccer team looking 10 bt

Chicago Fire players may be comf'ng to
Side on Chicago Housing Authority land.

“I am really disgusted with the
CHA and Mayor Lori Lightfoot,
who talks about affordable hous-
ing—but any housing that is be-
ing built that is called ‘affordable’ is
not affordable for us,” said Etta Da-
vis, a leader with the Lugenia Burns
Hope Center, a civic engagement
organization.

“We need low-income and sub-
sidized housing,” Davis continued,
agreeing with Washington that
“There are over 120,000 people on
the CHA waiting list. The CHA says
it takes an average of 4.3 years to
get an apartment in CHA, but I
know people who were on the list
ten years.”

A Related Midwest spokesper-
son said, “Related Midwest sup-
ports investment in the Roosevelt

a new practice facility on the

go.com
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Near West

e community, where we
igeuil:rommitted to mixgd-lncorqe
housing as well as a vibrant mix
of properties that offer re51dent1all,
commercial, and civic uses for resi-
dents. We look forward to the pub-
lic process and to working closely
with all parties to ensure that dp-
velopment in the area is beneficial
to the people who call Roosevelt
Square home.”

Fire facility plans at the time
of the announcement tentatively
included world-class practice
and performance fields for match
preparation as well as housing for
the Fire Youth Academy with pro-
gramming for youth, teens, and
young adults in CHA housing and
the surrounding community.

“The Chicago Fire Football Club

facility om
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Davis countered by askip
“Where are the poor people goin
to go? I guess Chicago is just going
to be for the rich.”

Tl'le City _and the Fire will de.
termine facility details through
community engagement as e
as ongoing discussion among the
Mayor’s Office, City agencies, and
the CHA.

For more information on the
Chicago Fire, visit chicagofirefc.
com. For the CHA, log on to www.
thecha.org/. For the Chicago Hous-
ing Initiative, log on to www.chi-
cagohousinginitiative.org/. See
proposal overview page at chicag.
gov/chicagofire. DPD staff wel
come initial comments at dpd@
cityofchicago.org. For the Lugeni
Burns Hope Center, log on to wwi.
Ibhopecenter.com.
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