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INSIDE 

Encompassing Center of Catholic 
Charities offers array of mental 
health and other services. 
See page 6. 

Former Chicago Bear Matt Forte 
working to support African 
American entrepreneurship. 
See page 9. 

Darnen Avenue Green Line 
station slated for West Loop. This 
story is exclusively in the June 
E-Edilion of Gazette Chicago. 
Go to eedition.gazettechicago.com. 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS 

Bridgeport Alliance tackles 
myriad quality-of-life issues for 
local residents and businesses. 
See page 11 . 

CIMA fundraiser continues to 
support independent journalism. 
To lend a hand, see information on 
page 15. 

See Around the Neighborhood 
for listing of programs and 
events beginning on page 18 
and continuing in the E-Edilion. 
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Bubbly Dynamics seeks to expand incubator 
activities to additional Bridgeport location 
By Rick Romano 

A business incubator entrepre-
neur is counting on success breed-
ing success in Bridgeport. 

John Edel, president of Bubbly 
Dynamics, a sustainable urban in-
dustrial development firm named 
after Bubbly Creek (the south fork 
of the south branch of the Chicago 
River, which runs along the Ste-
venson Expressway), is obtaining 
final permit approvals to expand 
from the current Bubbly/Chi-
cago Sustainable Manufacturing 

Anti-gentrification 
ordinance tries to 
curb displacement 
By Madeline Makoul 

The City Council approved a new 
anti-gentrification ordinance that 
will levy a fee on developers who 
tear down certain kinds of build-
ings in Pilsen and the North Side 
606 area. The ordinance reflects 
City Council efforts to manifest 
its vision of development without 
displacement. 

Approved at the end of March, 
the ordinance imposes a $15,000 
fine for developers who tear down 

Continued on page 2 

Center site at 1048 W. 37th St. 
into the space next door, the old 
Norwich Pharmaceutical Supplies 
building at llOO W. 37th St. Edel 
will devote the site to continuing 
his mission of providing oppor-
tunities for creative professionals 
and offering space to businesses 
that make products. 

To make the century-old build-
ing usable for tenants who will, as 
in the case of its next-door neigh-
bor, use the space for non-retail 
manufacturing, Edel's construc-
tion team has concentrated rehab 

efforts on the roof, windows, and 
masonry 

"This is going to be an exten-
sion of Bubbly;' Edel said, not-
ing he expects the building will 
house about ll businesses much 
like those in the current struc-
ture, which provide metal fabrica-
tion, bicycle frame construction, 
and other light manufacturing 
operations. 

"We want to attract creative 
people who have ideas;' he said. 
"The purpose is to have them work 

Continued on page 8 

As Chicago returns to summer activities, Gazette Chicago reprises its annual 
"Summer in the City" guide after a year's absence. For a listing of summer 
fun for all ages, see page 12. 

Commission addresses root causes of food insecurity 
By Monica M. Walk 

Ending food insecurity and hun-
ger is an immense and multi-lay-
ered undertaking, but Illinois has 
a newly focused approach grow-
ing from the collaborative efforts 
of the Illinois Commission to End 
Hunger. 

More than 25 representatives 
of public and private agencies 
worked together with residents to 
address food-access obstacles that 
increased significantly during the 

coronavirus ( COVID-19) pandemic. 
The result was a commission action 
plan, From Food Insecurity to Food 
Equity: A Roadmap to End Hun-
ger in Illinois, providing a focus for 
short-term action based on long-
term advocacy and change. 

The roadmap's short-term ac-
tion plan spotlights a specific and 
actionable three-part strategy for 
leveraging technology, harnessing 
innovation, and strengthening col-
laboration. The long-term action 
requires addressing root causes of 

poverty, one of which is that com-
munities of color and rural commu-
nities often lack equitable access to 
quality housing, jobs, education, 
and health services, which affect 
food insecurity. The report also 
highlights specific needs and sug-
gested actions for children and se-
nior citizens, as well as mixed-sta-
tus and immigrant households. 

"We want to let people know 
what's out there, how to access it;' 
said State Senator Mattie Hunter 

Continued on page 3 
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(D-3rd), a member of the com-
mission. 

Hunter cited food insecurity 
tripling for Illinois families with 
children over the last year and in-
creasing by 60%. "Basically, we 
are out here to connect the dots, 
to make it easy to access services 
and use them;• she said. "You 
can't use them if you don't know 
about them. The Illinois Hunger 
Commission's goal is to develop 
a statewide marketing campaign, 
especially to reduce the stigma:• 

The commission created the 
roadmap with significant input 
from the people and communities 
it aims to serve, meeting virtually 
due to safety restrictions cause by 
the pandemic. 

Community input 
"People's lived experience tells 

the story and needs to be heard;' 
said Angela Odoms-Young, Uni-
versity of Illinois Chicago (lTTC) 
College of Applied Health Sci-
ences associate professor of ki-
nesiology and nutrition. Odoms-
Young brought a community 
research perspective and exper-
tise to the commission, helped 
moderate virtual focus groups, 
and attended listening sessions. 

"We have all of these folks at 
the table; it takes everyone," she 
said. "We tend to be siloed in dif-
ferent parts of the system, and the 
report brings us together. I am ex-
cited about the report and how it 
factored in different stakeholders 
at the table and lived experience:• 

Commission members repre-
sent the work and perspectives 
of policy makers, academics, gov-
ernment officials, and charitable 
food systems. 

The Greater Chicago Food De-
pository (GCFD) has been an im-
portant stakeholder in fighting 
hunger for 42 years, growing from 
six people with a vision to a net-
work of more than 700 food pan-
tries, soup kitchens, shelters, and 
programs in Chicago and Cook 
County. CEO Kate Maehr and Il-
linois Deputy Governor Sol Flores 

Courmylllinois(omminiontoEndHungtr 
The coronavirus ( COVID-19) pandemic made food insecurity worse for many 
who live in Illinois, with Hispanics suffering the most. 

co-chair the Illinois Commission 
to End Hunger. Colleen Burns, 
GCFD's state engagement and 
policy innovation lead, helped 
write the commission's report. 

"The roadmap lifts up knowl-
edge;' Burns said. "We have the 
programs; we need better con-
nection. There was hunger before 
the pandemic, and it dispropor-
tionately impacts communities of 
color; the pandemic exacerbated 
this. The roadmap says up front: 
We have to address root causes. 
The roadmap acknowledges there 
is a lot of work to be done-it's 
a multi-year recommendation. 
Some recommendations are un-
derway, and we can push across 
the finish line; some are more 
complex, and what we do now sets 
us up for success to have a solid 
foundation. We lift up ambitious 
goals so they are on the radar:' 

Direct path 
According to the report, "The 

fastest and most direct way to alle-
viate hunger is through the emer-
gency food system and Federal 
nutrition assistance programs. 
Through food banks, pantries, 
shelters, and soup kitchens, the 
emergency food system provides 
groceries and meals to people in 
need. Federal nutrition programs 
like SNAP [Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program] and WIC 
[Women, Infants, and Children] 

provide groceries to low-income 
people, and programs targeting 
children and seniors provide nu-
tritious meals and snacks in a va-
riety of settings. Several Federal 
nutrition programs - including 
SNAP and meal programs for chil-
dren - are entitlement programs, 
meaning they are funded to serve 
all who are eligible. All we have 
to do is enroll all who are eligi-
ble, and these programs will grow 
to meet the need. Unfortunately, 
many people who need food assis-
tance do not utilize available pro-
grams. Some may not be aware 
that they are eligible or know how 
or be afraid to sign up; others face 
barriers to enrollment, or a pro-
gram does not operate in their 
community:' 

The report's three-point ap-
proach to increase use of the 
current available food programs 
emphasizes: 

Leveraging technology: Making 
it easier to enroll and stay enrolled 
in nutrition assistance programs 
by implementing ( or simplifying) 
online application, enrollment, 
and participation, especially by 
smartphone, as phone technol-
ogy is more accessible than desk-
top computers for many Illinois 
residents. 

Harnessing innovation: Re-en-
visioning food assistance by pi-
loting comprehensive strategies 
to improve access in underserved 

rural and urban areas and leverag-
ing policy innovation in program 
delivery. 

Strengthening collaboration: 
Working together to improve 
awareness of food assistance pro-
grams and ensure all doors lead to 
the programs people need. 

Bums noted the pandemic illu-
minated the need to increase pub-
lic-private partnerships, and the 
situation's severity spurred a re-
sponse that already created some 
new, nimble solutions. 

"The State did an amazing job 
at a difficult time of getting ben-
efits to people who needed bene-
fits;' she said. Among the changes, 
Illinois approved the using SNAP 
for online grocery shopping and 
delivery during the pandemic. 
Walmart and Amazon joined the 
program first, with Aldi joining 
later; advocates for the food in-
secure hope for partnerships 
with more grocery retailers. The 
State created the temporary food 
benefit program Pandemic EBT 
to fund family food purchases 
for students qualifying for free 
and reduced-price school meals 
that became unavailable due to 
COVID-19. Also, the State has ap-
plied to the Federal government to 
make a demonstration project to 
simplify aid to seniors. 

Advocates also envision a lon-
ger-term goal, requiring private 
sector investment, to create a web-
site allowing citizens to enter basic 
personal data and learn all pro-
grams for which they are eligible 
in a seamless, one-stop system. 
Michigan has a similar success-
ful system. Other public-private 
suggestions to increase access to 
fresh food include urban agricul-
ture and farmers markets. Colo-
nel Jennifer N. Pritzker, IL Army 
National Guard (retired), cousin 
of Illinois Governor JB Pritzker, 
recently announced a $2 million 
pledge to GCFD in support of the 
Illinois Commission to End Hun-
ger's priorities. 

"The report spells out that it has 
been a year of crisis and immense 

Continued on page 4 
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Continued from page 3 
loss, but partnership and collabo-
ration are the silver linings for real 
hope to make meaningful gains 
to end hunger;' said GCFD asso-
ciate director of communications 
Greg Trotter. "Federal benefits ex-
panded to help families nationally 
and in Cook County;' 

Federal food program bene-
fits have direct community im-
pact, which means that families 
who sign up for these programs 
can also help their neighborhood 
businesses while helping them-
selves. "Federal money is good 
for states, overall;' Odoms-Young 
said. "When we remove barriers to 
the benefits, it's an economic de-
velopment tool. It's a community 
multiplier-a support to retailers 
as well as the working poor;' 

Changing systems and policy 
Odoms-Young emphasized 

that the roadmap report will affect 
Illinois citizens, including Chicago 
neighborhoods, by changing sys-
tems. "Policy and systems change 
makes it better for everyone;' she 
said. "Long-time policy created 
strucrural oppression and segre-
gation. The solution is rooted in 
system and policy change. 

"It's creating new systems and 
structures to serve better, leverag-
ing resources, accessing Federal 
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2021 Grade School Summer 
Academic & Sport Camps 

June - July 
Academic and Sport Camps - Discover a summer of excitement at De La Salle! 

Academic Camps 
/Grades 6-8) 
Algebra Fundamentals 
Band 
Forensic Investigation 
Fun with French 
iPad Innovation 
Leaming to Code 
Mock Trial 

Sport Camps 
Baseball 
Basketball (Grades 3-5 & 6-8) 
Basketball Shooting 
Boxing 
Cheer 
Football 
Golf 
lacrosse 

Performing Arts Soccer 
Robotics Softball 

Tennis 
Track & Field Speed 
Volleyball (Grades 2-4 & 5-8) 
Wrestling 

Scan this QR code Ill go direcUy Ill Summer Camp webpage 

Call us or visit: www.dls.org/summercamps.jsp 
Register & make payment online: www.dls.org/summercamppayments.jsp 
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Food insecurity is higher than average among minor1t1es and lower than average 
among whites. 

food programs, and strengthen-
ing neighborhood-level fresh food 
at neighborhood stores-it's both/ 
and;' Odoms-Young stressed. 

Hunter well knows the neigh-
borhood needs of her 3rd District 
constituents and the importance 
of the community emergency food 
distribution partners and pantries 
acknowledged in the roadmap re-
port. She has been onsite at sev-
eral large-scale pandemic food 
distribution events, passing out 
boxes of supplies and listening to 
citizens used to giving now ex-
press their concern about receiv-
ing help due to pandemic distress. 
She has hired a pastor connected 

to many neighborhood food pan-
tries to facilitate mass food distri-
bution events and outreach. 

"I put my social worker hat on 
and tell people where they can 
get more food later;' Hunter said. 
"PPE? Food stamps? I tell them 
to call the district office and ~ve 
them the number. We can get you 
hooked up, we can cut through 
the red tape to get the service you 
need. I try to explain programs like 
SNAP and Wlc:' 

"These are Federal programs; 
your tax dollars go to this;' Hunter 
said. "These are safety net pro-
grams; when in an emergency or 

Continued on page 7 

rfl THE FOOT CLINIC 
DISEASES AND SURGERY 
OF THE FOOT & ANKLE 

preventative care. 
diabetic wound care. 
general foot health. 

Treatment of diabetics, geriatrics. 
pediatrics, lower extremity neuropathy, 
sports and work-related injuries. 
We take in-network and 
out-of-network insurance plans. 
Payment options available if needed. 

Call 312.243.3769 
for an appointment. 

Frank William Zappa, DPM 
Nikola Ivancevic, DPM 
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Commission addresses root causes 
of food insecurity across Illinois 
Continued from page 4 
crisis, these programs are there to 
catch you. People haven't thought 
about it that way. These programs 
are there to catch you before you 
hit the ground. You can call your 
alderman, your State rep, me-we 
know where the monies are; you 
call us. My job is to connect you 
with services. That's what we do. 

"We know it's achievable;' 
Hunter said of the commission's 
roadmap plan. "It takes per-
sistence and leadership. We are 
up for the challenge to get it done:' 

Locally, Our Lady of the Holy 
Family Parish, 1334 W. Flournoy 
St., has a food pantry to help with 
hunger. Call (312) 243-7400, or log 
on to olhfchi.org. The University 
of Illinois Chicago has a Pop-Up 
Pantry to combat food insecu-
rity among students. For summer 

2021, it is located in the Student 
Center East Tower, Room 713, 750 
S. Halsted St. The Pop-Up Pantry is 
run by UIC's Wellness Center. Do-
nations of food, and volunteers, 
are welcome. Log on to wellness-
center. uic.edu for more informa-
tion, email wellnesscenter@uic. 
edu, or call (312) 413-2120. 

Read the full Illinois Com-
mission to End Hunger report 
at https://tinyurl.com/r8mzy-
hfh and the executive summary 
at https:/ /tinyurl.com/ 4wzcw938. 
See also endhungerillinois.org. 

For the GCFD, log on to www. 
chicagosfoodbank.org. Email 
Burns at cburns@gcfd.org and 
Trotter at gtrotter@gcfd.org. 

For Hunter, log on to www.sen-
atorhunger.com or call (312) 949-
1908. For Odoms-Young, email 
odmyoung@uic.edu. 
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