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Wiiming the
medical lottery-

Eden resident rebounds
from meningitis, twice

BT MONICA W. MBLE For fuosion Foporier Modi

Sara Immeal 5 a4 medical anomaly. She B a bwo-lime
survivar of maningltls — a disagsa thal s rare, but offten deadly.

“Tha cdds of getting it twice are tha odds of a lottery,” said
har mother, Mary Immed, who was pheotal in aetting crucial |
madical cana for her daughter bath times. *Doctors call har
Thair Miracle Girl.”

While meningitis can be deadly, il s a discase seldom
contrachod In the ganeral population.  Menimgitis is the in-
Nammation of he profective membranas of the spine and
braln. The becterfsl form of meninglils |5 faster-moving
and mure (requenily (@l than the wirul forme Repercuas
=R can inchide brain damage, 1imb ampatations, kKidney
disosrie and hoaring loss, or dosth. ITmmel hod haclerial
meningltis both times, at ages @ amd X5

As she came through the treatmenl ol her dogust 2009
lnees, doctors discovensd & oo inoa bone thal was alkow-
imy spimal Muid 1o leak and become infecied. Bome was do
terborating. ke dripping waler wears sway & rock. This
likely was the poant al infacton for both (linesses, and lor
a lifetime of earaches. "1 alwaws kad an earache; that was
my norm,” Sara Immel sald. “She never complainad,” her
moiher sadd, adding thal ibe scar Ussue o Sam's car was
testamendt o nameros Infections

Surgery to plug the hole and remove damaged bones amd
Uhe righl esrdrum was scheduksd For Ocl, 8, Tmmae] will losa
the hearing i ber cight car. Bul ghe poles hee spinal fuid
will be regulated and o lonser will drip down er throat
or cal her nose, ard Ber chronic headsches will end. An ime-
mant will send soand sipnals e her 1ol esr, which remains
headthy. Considering that some survivors lose arms amd leps
fram bloosd pocling in tissses, she foals Forbonate.

And, far a secomnd hme, 3be avoided brain damage.

The lirsl round ol serkous diness happensd during s Tea-
a% campmng vacation Mary lmmal ook with her three chil-
dran, 5ars, Sara’s twin Sam, and oldest son Jsy Bob, Sara
develaped 3 headsche, carache, vomiting and kigh Lempera-
ture. A local walk-In clinke: was sending the family back fo
their camper wilh o prescripbion for Sarm, when o nurse ol
lovwed Mary Tmimied to the parking kot and urped them mot to
leave

“Zhe told me my dsughter was oo lethargic, amd she
wanled Lhe doclor she regulacly workaed with lo soe Sara,”
recalled Mary Immel, who was carrylng ber sick chikd,
“Thal doclor cume in und ssked Surn 1o och her chin o
her chest and she couldn't do it A lest showed spinal menin-
EIHs snd sha was poing down [sl 50 wa went From driving
fior hilp o Bying Flight for Life.”

Husband and fiber Gary Tmme] was calbed Lo gel on o
Mane From Wisconsin, and Mary pulled the Cambly campor
thrmugh the ity of FT, Worlh In the chiklran's bospilal. Sara
wias in the [CT. A mindster was called. “They dkin't expect
har io Hve" says Mary. Sars says she can only remembser
needles and Ve She was moa coma Tor Deo-days.

A5 The family 581 &l her bedside, Uhoy turned The TV on
[ior Sara’ds then-lavorite program, Foll ouse. *She wole up
foweadch i1 Mury salil Sars remadned in the hospilsl lor 11
daye, and The Family srayed ina koesl Ronakd MeDonakd Fleasae,

Tha symploms wora oorily familiar when Sam bocamo
=5k In August.

“1 hal just been in 5 wedding on Aug. 2,° Sars lmmed said.
=1t was ame of s best daye of my life. Then, I went 1o the
Eden parada, | would have Uthought spimal meaningitis was
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the laast of my concerns. How quickly it
happened ™

[ Aug, 3, sh e §11.

“I went e [Agnedian] Cogvenden Care
wilh am earache, | thoupht | had an ear 1n-
fecrhon,” Sara &ald. She went to Comvenlent
Cmre: # second Hme, == the pein Incresssd
Zhe doesn't cecall the nest two trips 1e the
5. Apmes ER. Armssd with amtibéotics amd
paln medication, Sara speal [he mlght &1 her
perent’s Eden hams

1 woke up al 330 &k aod found ber
umcoRECkKus oo the couch,” Mary sald. “1
couldn't wake Ber up. I know T can make i
o e heepital In 12 minutes for work, so 1
carried her to [he car and drove Ie 51 Ag
3. They brought 3 gurney bed to [he park-
ing Jol mnd we loaded beron il lothe ER. It
was live hours after ber last visi. 1 told ev-
aryonae sha had spinal meningitis bedors,™

Blood work showed Saras Hood coant
was ol T, and 2 spinal Lap was: performed. “1
knew then,” Mary sald *Pus camoe aut of
the: spinal Eap.”

The morning im the ICU was & blur for
ull of the Immels. Sam remained uneon
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| scioes, stmpped o oa bed with I¥s A scan

shownd maumting pressure in Sara's brain,
amd Nearalogist Fugenia-Thaniela Tlord,
directed a iransfer io the nearology KCU
al Frosdert Hospilal in Milwsukes Sara's
eardrom was Enced hefore the Nighi, and
pus draimed ool She was imlubsted for
breathing.

“IL was 0 uied drive 62 miles o Fro
odert,” Mary mald.  Sara’s fancd Lance
Schumacher joined her parenls in (ha car,
“We weren sure she'd be alive whea we
ol theTe"

Daciors performed surgery to clean in-
Foeciion oul of Sara's mastold. The estimaled
4%-minue procedure ook (hres hours due
ta the complications o her infection, Samm
wad pat inio an induced thrae-day coma.

When she opened her aves on Tharsday
aml was told she was in (e hospital wilh
maningits, Sarn said, “P've had that be-
fore™ That was her Arsl memory since the
iness struck an Sumd=ay.

The severity of the infection led the med-
ical tenm 1o expect brain domage. Weem
Sara awakensd, Mary was broagist in o the
room and ssioed, *Sars, do pou know wha |
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TO WHAT DD YOL OWE YOUR
MEASURE OF SUCGESS?
P

am#*™ Sars respondad wilh an eye rodl, the
universal response of dasughiers ircilabed

with mothers. It wsas s postaa Smswar,
Erill on & brosthing tube, Sara oo ms-
Uoned Tor her phone and Indicalsd she
was worried ber employer didn™l koow she
would b missing work, “Peophe around the
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90 W Second Street
Fond du Lac, Wi 54935
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