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in addition to numerous others who contin-
e their dedication to drama in semi-pro-
[essionea] and commumity rolos.

Bl was 8 eeslly pood stedent, very
dedicated,” Kruger sadd. T tmughs him
lights, soumils, adl the background. My ls-
varite Bl story: | had cast My Fair Lady’
amid we wers Dwo wesks inie rehearsal, and
U looad role just woen'l working, 1 asfesd
s e B 67 Do Wt | bt ol wainh & D
atreasfiul part, and he aald ‘pes’ I came oo
Rill and asked hin to play the lead, Henry
Higgins. He kearned the role snd did great
with it It's a hard role to play. The produc-
o did well”

Barry rocalls snoiber, very dilTerent
internetion with Kruger: "He almost can-
ceded a show because I was a jerk. 1 was
telling everyone what to do. Now, [ look
hack amd think il wae an early sipn thar |
el 1o b directing.™

The youngest meomber of o Mayville
athletic dynnsty — his [niber is remowmed
cross country, track, and basketball coach
Bob Berry, who ks in has 46th year of coach
ing aller serving ibe disiree as o higory
teacher for 30 vears and amccher 16 vears
in adeimistvabive positicns — Bill Besry
realized enrly on he didn't shore the fam-
ily passion [or sporis. (Although be did
run ¢ross couptry for four years, and his
Father recalls him reporting that “he meshe
Freersds beick whene e fan.”]

Finding his niche anchored the younger
Berry. “He became a much better student
wheer b poll involvesd in mmsc and theater,”
Bob Berry anid “Once he was through high
# hoe], Mheiilior Drcamis his dresian, We knew
iz Wk serings when he went o Green Boy”

Bl Berry headed o UW.Green Ihay
intenl on becoming 3 music tescher. “1
cxmall make o living and do high ol
musicala. Thar was in my Frame of refer.
ence” he said. “Rat, by the end of the year,
I swwiched do o theater major, T knew 1 baed
& passion for theater. Going imlo callege, [
really onky knew to be an acior, Later, [ be-
gan bz learn the other thinge 1 could b= My
ik s Enleriatnd on Thi fest of 0 hiow oo
tell 5 sioey, where o stand. My professors
recogndzed this and ssid, "Foa really seeod
i oome over here amd direct” That was my
big ‘Aeba™

From UW-GGE, Berry bicnded to Brook-
lyn College im Now York City where he
earned an M FA degree in directing im
199, M notes of bis school choice, "It was

BILL BERRY

AGE: 42
YEARS IN THE COMMUNITY:

T L ) an
T WHAT DO YOU OWE YOUR

im ke theater hub ond immerse my==0 in
theater.... ] would go see every musical 1
could.”

Along with stsdying directing, course-
wark resuirements led Berry 1o take o the-
aler manapernent clase. “1 really g inta i1
and Fiked i1, and the prafessor tokd me 1 had
a hrmin for i | said thol was great io know,
but I really didn't want to do that”

The skill would prove useful & decade
later, when Rerry began managing $12 mil-
lion budgels in Seaftle.  But, first be had
more o learn im NYC.

With his graduste cdwecation complete,
Herry immerssd himsell in Meow York
thester. He did mainly Mreclance work on
showa — [aling internships, and flling
riodes & STARe manager and kssistanr direc-
tor. He also worked day jobs to finonoe Liv-
img in the ity 1 stayed ss sflost ax 1 oold,
and Then ¥ parents woald send a life malr,”
i lnughesd abwoust the reslity of the cost of
liwimg in Hew Tork.

“My wilie amd 1 s practical poaple, snd
it is @ hard lifz o make ic in the theater,”
said Dol Berry. “Bill did temp work, was
a cater-wanter, amd did thealer part time
Soma al the tenp work Wi in a hank,
where he was good with the compaters. He
called and told us the bank had affered him

a way o move o New Tork and go to school | a Mull-time job.. amd be turned it down. e

auld, 'Ten not giving up ey dream pet’ His <o GONTIREDITORM PAGE 4
meother and [ thought he was crozy_ he was
livimg hand-te-meartby. But b did the right
thing.”

Bill Berry's persistence pasd of [ o B ey I ]
e Mty o phrtely =L cant describe whiat it was like 1o watch than show,” said ier
tonahips. “1 lsarnsd 1o tell peopls what [ ry's [ather of the Brosdwny cxperience. ™ We've seon overy show
wanied b do, 4o be & director” be said, “1 ha's dlipisctind. We've aal i@ the Balowy Wil beids in our oy,
learned o have to share what you s W0ching Bill showing bsdorship. We s Firs Date in Sesle,
nnd pod keep i bo voarself.” and it was o success and backers inok it to Broadway. The opening

Amemp The poople e mer was [David nkght party = untslievable.”
Armstrong, crecutive prodecer and artis- 10 wma the Fulilleest of a deesm,” Berey said of his 2003
tic director of the 5th Avenue Theatre in Brosdway directing debut. “Ti's ibe pold stamdard of mussical the
Seallle. The non-profit Sth Avese Theatre oter, where shows end up when they are the best of the best. | re-
Asmeciation develops, producis snd pres- gl walking through Tinwes Sguare and sesing (ha hillkord
ents live musical theater, inchuding the d2- fur the first time and thinking, 'Ls this really happening?™
"'“"“’“’.‘ and production of new works. Creative challenpes contmue, = amolber season umlolds sl The
Mary of it shosws: Wur tho counlry asd A0 oy geonye Theatre, Terry will direct *Carousel" (Feb. 5-March
b Ism;jw::. B i= 2002 e 1, MN5) and prodisss =% Chriscmes Steey, The Mosica®l (Row. 25-

Armstrong hired Berry in 2002 2 the o 30 20101, o April, the thester premies the new musical
associate producing artistic dirsctor and “Something’s Rotten”, a comedy from the director and choreogra-

:;1‘:‘:;‘::!.53;1.'“; :H‘m: r:ndalul |||.-|u;::1 ol el T Bk ol Moemoin™
grams, and instituted the Rising Star Proj-  How did Berey get to this professional level i a8 ootermusly
ect which brings 150 high school students competitive field? “Find people who are passionate abost whal you
im ta pemetind & professenal show by deing want o do. Wanch snd bkesrn. Listen to the people ahead of you. 1
oll of the marketing, prodocing, design, am s lecky Toedd Kraper in Mayville and the peopls in Green Ray
tech, music, choreography and acting. “We lot me pick their brains.”
imtruduce them o the ides that it Lakes 2
eoimmusily foerale snythang,” Berry sail.
“The program is & way to commect the dois
and introduces kids io all paris of theater"”

SHimza Barey joindd The 5th Avedise The-
nbre, stndf hos grown from 10 60 more than
30 employess, a8 well as another 500 pe-
tars, Atapehands, uahera and artista hired
for productkns. Five voars apo, the the-
aber roorgamixed its management struciure
and Herry was promoled Lo Che lesdorship
T

As prodecing artistic director, Rerry fo-
cupes on work from the growmd up — cre
aring rovisals and new produstions by ao-
lecting shows, casting (he spends 30 days
a year waiching asditions), and hiring cre-
albive beamsz bo desipn pele and cosfumes.
Hiz prodictiona have reeeved Dsarable
reviews ond won owards from the Seattle
Tmmes. He also is invalved in the business
wile of the theater, creating and mamagimg
tankpis, hiring seorm, aml wWreling dom-
tracts. “Financial decisions are artistic
decizions, and vice versa,”™ Derry said “T
actually do Hke membecs, and it gives me a
It wnideralamling of the art. 1 analyes
if it's worth doing; will we get money back
from the choice. It kelps me make the best
decizion.”

A risconl crel e comap was siaging and directing U lirsg peo-
duction of the new mmsical First Date.” *T worked with the writers
on thelr Arse show, and we pot 1o see the vislon on stsge, sad then
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Whether you need financing for a new home or
improvermanls lo your curment home, call our
experienced Lending Specialists.

* Great rates

= Competitive closing costs

+ Bi-waakly payment oplion

= Local decision making

+ Friendly & personal staff

+ Greal service aller the loan closes

91 M. Pioneer Rd., Fond du Lac « (%20) 921-1123 » wwwcidlcn.com
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