
January 6, 2017 

.. -~ 
' 

. -:--.~ 
I'' I l ~I ' 

·. L t-.J . 

f '.~: ... · :- ',,\/.-S 
,._.,:'. , 1! '.:,.';:,{~~-' •:;:: I \ 

Construction underway 
on two South Loop 
residential developments. 
Seepage 3. 

Resurrection Project 
wants to develop 
largest Pilsen tract. 
Seepage 8. 

Clilford the Big Red Dog visits 
Women's Park. 

FREE Vol. 34, No. 9 

City's revitalization vision for river network 
includes restoring Bridgeport's Bubbly Creek 
By Monica M. Walle 

A recent City of Chicago vision 
plan for Chicago's three rivers 
includes clean-up and restoration 
that finally will eliminate Bubbly 
Creek's stockyard stench, opening 
the waterway for recreation and 
better neighborhood quality oflife. 

BubblyCreek-atthesouthfork 
of the Chicago River's south branch 
-creates a boundary between 
Chicago's Bridgeport and McKin-
ley Park neighborhoods. 

Connector proiect 
to link Chinatown 
and South Loop 
By Dolly Duplantier 

Phase one of the Wells Wentworth 
Connector improvement project 
is fully underway. The enhance-
ments, which eventually will cre-
ate a new roadway between Chi-
natown and the Loop, will offer 
another north/south option for 
the growing Chinatown and South 
Loop areas. 

"The project, which has been 
in the planning stages for several 

Continued on page 6 

"It's 2016 vs. Upton Sinclair's 
book," said Metropolitan Planning 
Council (MPC) program director 
Josh Ellis, referring to The Jungle, 
Sinclair's 1906 expose of the meat -
packing industry. Bubbly Creek 
earned its name from the gases 
bubbling up from decomposing 
entrails and blood dumped in the 
river by meat processors at the 
nearby Union Stockyards. 

"Bubbly Creek is a very inter-
esting little body of water," Ellis 
said. "Its biggest issue is ecology. 

Water in the creek doesn't flow; 
the river current is not fast mov-
ing. The still water means odors 
and litter don't move. The sedi-
ment on the bottom has the past 
contamination." 

Mayor Rahm Emanuel an-
nounced officials will address wa-
ter quality in a multi-phase vision 
plan, Our Great Rivers. The plan 
covers improvements for all three 
rivers-Calumet, Chicago, and 
Des Plaines-that flow through 

Continued on page 18 

Workers will add sidewalks and a bicycle lane to 19th Street as part of the Wells 
Wentworth Connector improvement project. 

Activists express concerns about oil freight trains 
By Johnny Figel 

As the United States has become 
increasingly urbanized, the coun-
try's rail system has remained 
unchanged. 

For many Chicago residents, 
this antiquated infrastructure has 
left them directly in harm's way, 
according to the Southeast Envi-
ronmental Task Force (SEIF). 

For Tom Shepherd, SEIF direc-
tor, this danger makes it imperative 
to raise awareness about crude oil-
carrying trains that traverse the city 
40 times a week. 

"It's something that has alarmed 

a lot of people," Shepherd said. Peo-
ple "see the [use of] oil trains are 
increasing going across the coun-
try." Meanwhile, "our infrastruc-
ture continues to crumble." 

SEIF has gathered a group of 
stakeholders and community 
members to educate the commu-
nity about potential disasters from 
transporting crude oil on outdated 
rail lines in densely populated ar-
eas. The group discussed the po-
tential for explosions from fire or 
derailment and the areas a crude 
oil blast would affect; it also toured 
rail yards. 

SEIF has hosted four meet-ups 

and rail yard tours, with one to 
come in North Chicago. Shep-
herd said the meetings have raised 
awareness but allowed that com-
munication challenges remain. 

"It's pretty difficult," he said 
when asked about the amount of 
media coverage the crude oil topic 
generates. "We don't get a whole lot 
of attention, judging from our press 
releases and press conferences." 

Potential accidents 
Shepherd fears lack of interest 

may change only when the next 
accident occurs. 

Continued on page 16 
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Revitalization vision for river network includes restoring Bubbly Creek 
Continued from page 1 
Chicago and includes a series of 
goals with recommended actions 
to occur by 2020, 2030, and 2040. 

"From opening new boat 
houses to reinventing the River-
walk, we've made significant invest-
ments in the Chicago River to 
make it the city's next recreational 
frontier, and we will continue our 
efforts to ensure that residents 
across the city have access to rec-
reational opportunities on all three 
of the city's rivers," said Eman-
uel when announcing the vision 
plan. "Our Great Rivers identifies 
concrete ways to continue to in-
vest in our riverfront in ways that 
strengthen and connect neighbor-
hoods and improve the quality of 
life of all Chicagoans." 

Resident input for vision 
Our Great Rivers' large scale 

resulted from dozens of organi-
zations coming together to create 
and support the plan. Core part-
ners are the non-profit MPG led by 
Ellis in coordination with Friends 
of the Chicago River, the Chicago 
Metropolitan Agency for Planning, 
and the Metropolitan Water Rec-
lamation District of Greater Chi-
cago. Other groups are involved 
in financial and program support. 

"We undertook more than 120 
stakeholder meetings and talked 
to 6,000 people to learn what they 
want," said Ellis of the vision plan-
ning process. "We were able to boil 
it down to three concepts for the 
essence of what people wanted." 

The three overarching concepts 
are Inviting, Productive, Living. Each 
includes goals, with timing based 
on feasibility and priority. Five key 
desired changes stakeholders con-
sistently cited: better access; more 
recreational opportunities; im-
proved aesthetics, water quality, 
and habitat; more business and 
tourism along the rivers; and more 
job opportunities. 

"We learned that if you know 
your comer of the river, folks don't 
know what's up- and downstream," 
Ellis said. "There are a ISO-plus miles 

;:;:'''i30;~:C";~ ~~:-:~(• ~~:=:'. T - ~ 

~""-"""~ --- -·· - ::::::::_ ~-_ ~__:.: - =--:.':_ -~"_t.-. ' \ .. ~, ... ~;:,.-;:- ' 

~"'~·'-":\. <· ,. i .--- ~,--3~~t '·~-'~!~ --. .. ;. . -~ I - - ' 
-, ' - "· :·-~ ' . : \ 
' ' " -::A"··--- ·. '\_ ' "- ~ -: • ·---~~-- ~ )~ 

A pedestrian bridge will connect the Eleanor Street Boathouse area with Canal 
Origins Park at Ashland Avenue. 

of riverfront in Chicago. It is an un-
tapped resource for economics, 
recreation, and ecological restor-
ation and connects far more neigh-
borhoods than the lakefront does." 

The plan specifies improve-
ments to Bubbly Creek, including 
a pedestrian footbridge to connect 
both transit and riverfront path-
ways. 

Making it your riverfront 
Neighborhood leadership and 

support will be key. Ellis said the 
MPG is creating tool kits to help 
neighborhood organizations and 
volunteers create programs, in-
cluding instructions for getting 
permits for fishing derbies and 
other events and how to apply for 
grant funding for programs such 
as river clean-up. 

"While the City and other gov-
ernment agencies lead on some 
of the recommended actions, we 
need residents and local stake-
holders across the city to play a 
lead role in creating a future for 
our rivers that we can all be proud 
of," Ellis said. 

He encourages neighborhood 
residents to connect with the South 
Branch Advisory Council, an all-
volunteer watchdog group focused 
on local waterways. It meets the 
second Monday evening of the 
month at the Duck Inn, 2701 S. 
Eleanor St. 

"We want people of all levels 

of dedication," said South Branch 
PAC president James Burns, of the 
group currently focusing on pro-
gramming for the new Park 571 
boathouse, slated to open in 2017. 
"The more people, the better com-
munity representation and the 
more utilized the boathouse will 
be. We want it filled with programs: 
inside, on the water, around the 
boathouse with fitness equip-
ment outside. This goes hand in 
hand with Bubbly Creek-it is the 
ground floor to effect great change. 

"When the plan is seen through, 
there is going to be tremendous 
change for the community," Bums 
said of Our Great Rivers. "This is a 
piece of the solution to reverse the 
notion that the rivers are only in-
dustrial arteries. The community is 
beginning to understand the great 
resource in its yard. We can make 
it great for the city as a whole, and 
get people on the water." 

Bums believes the MPG and its 
partners have defined an accurate 
vision. "They did a phenomenal 
job of hearing what the commu-
nity had to say," he said. 

He invites interested commu-
nity members to join the South 
Branch PAC Facebook page (www. 
face book.com I Sou thBranch-
PACI); email him at southbranch-
pac@gmail.com; call him at (312) 
479-2636; and attend the monthly 
meeting. 

MPG, the city, and partners will 

keep working together to move 
the plan forward and find the best 
ways to coordinate the host of 
people and groups involved, mar-
shal res~urces,_ ~nd ensure ongo-
ing public part1c1pation. 

Sweeter smelling days 
Eliminating Bubbly Creek's in-

famous odor will require a combi-
nation of remediation and pollu-
tion reduction. 

Ellis noted the creek's sole 
source of new water comes from 
sewer overflow consisting mainly 
of rain run-off from the street 
(which can include liner, oil, and 
other pollutants) along with some 
sewage. "That takes awhile to move 
out of the area; we need to reduce 
it," Ellis said. 

According to Ellis, the Army 
Corps of Engineers has a frame-
work in place to cap the creek bed 
to contain old pollutants and to in-
stall manmade wetlands for habi-
tat that will provide natural water 
cleaning. The plan ,vill move for-
ward after the Army Corps com-
pletes a conversation with a pri-
vate company about potentially 
funding the cleanup. 

Even without the cleanup, the 
neighborhood already has new 
townhouse development near the 
shoreline, a new Chicago Mari-
time Museum in Bridgeport, the 
Chicago Park District's Eleanor 
Street Boathouse under construc-
tion in Park 571 , and the active 
Bridgeport Art Center. 

"They are still building on the 
Bridgeport side," Ellis said. "Clear; 
ly, people want to be on the water. 

Our Great Rivers will lead to a 
much more inviting Bubbly Creek, 
Ellis said. 

"It will have better odor and wa-
ter quality, less detritus, and will be 
more comfortable," he said. "It will 
be realistic to walk down to read a 
book and eat a sandwich. I kay-
aked there this summer and saw 
egrets and herons and a bunch of 
turtles. There are no barges or boat 
traffic; it is a more intimate nver 
experience." 
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Great Rivers 
plan includes 
Bubbly Creek 
Bubbly Creek figures significantly 
in several sections of the_ Our Great 
Rivers vision plan. Vanous com-
ponents have completion dates of 
2020, 2030, and 2040. 

In the plan's "Inviting" category: 
A pedestrian bridge will span 

Bubbly Creek between the new El-
eanor Street Boathouse and Canal 
Origins Park to provide access to the 
Ashland CTA Orange Line station, 
buses on Ashland Avenue and 31st 
Street, and a water taxi stop; give 
better access to and from Bridge-
port on the creek's east side; and 
help complete a continuous river-
front trail system. 

A nearby vacant lot has poten-
tial for mixed-use development 
featuring housing, retail, and river-
front recreation. Development 
there would offer a gateway for 
residents, nearby employees, and 
visitors to enjoy surrounding river-
oriented activities and amenities: 
birdwatching from Canal Origins 
Park, rowing from Eleanor Street 
boathouse, commuting via water 
taxi, and exercising along a new 
riverfront trail. 

For 2020: The plan will make 
water, including Bubbly Creek, 
clean enough for "primary contact," 
based on standards set by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
That designation will mean swim-
ming, paddling, fishing, and other 
water activities will be safe. Capi-
tal investments will ensure safe wa-
ter quality. 

Goals for activities, safety, way-
finding, water quality, and real-
time water quality information 
also will have a positive effect on 
the Bubbly Creek area. 

For 2040: Rivers fully free oflit-
ter and odor, with Bubbly Creek 
an_d_ the Collateral Channel as pri-
onl!es: will demonstrably improve 
~dor issues though a combina-
tion of instream and sidestream 

Continued on page 20 
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Our Great Rivers plan cites specific improvements for Bubbly Creek 
Continued from page 19 
aeration stations, capping or re-
moving problem sediments, and 
increasing water flow. Innova-
tive in-pipe treatment technolo-
gies installed at priority sewer out-
falls further will reduce litter and 
other river pollution, especially at 
points that once discharged high 
volumes on a regular basis. 

Plans in the "Productive" cate-
gory include: 

For 2020: New visions for mod-
ern working rivers include water-
ways at the Pilsen Industrial Cor-
ridor, with the confluence of the 
South Branch of the Chicago River, 
Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal, 
and Bubbly Creek supporting a di-
verse mix of wholesale trade, man-
ufacturing, transportation, and dis-
tribution businesses. Plans also 
support riverfront productivity and 
position land parcels for develop-
ment and growth, including tran-
sit-oriented and riverfront ameni-
ties, new jobs, and public access to 
the riverfront. 

For 2030: Goals with potential 
positive impact on Bubbly Creek in-
clude integrated transit on land and 
water and local tourism jobs, bol-
stered by easier site-hopping from 
downtown to business-based boat 
docks in Pilsen and Bridgeport, 
along with creating iconic river-
front destinations and productively 
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A pedestrian bridge will connect the Eleanor Street Boathouse area with Canal 
Origins Park at Ashland Avenue. 

using and reusing water. 
For 2040: Bubbly Creek would 

form part of the planned Chicago 
Area Waterway System, seen as a 

global model for integrated and co-
ordinated infrastructure manage-
ment between two of the world's 
largest freshwater ecosystems. 

Pilsen's largest vacant lot may be 
developed by Resurrection Project 
Continued from page 8 

The Midwest Jesuits, an order of 
Roman Catholic priests, currently 
owns the site. 

TRP works to create community 
ownership and build community 
wealth through various initiatives, 

including housing development. 
Solis did not respond to requests 

for comments for this article. 
To learn more about Pilsen Al-

liance and TRP, visit www.thepilse-
nalliance.org/ and http:/ /resur-
rectionproject.org/. 

Plans in the "Living" category 
include: 

For 2020: Goals affecting the 
Bubbly Creek area include active 
stewardship for every park, ecolog-
ically sensitive shoreline develop-
ment, aggressively managing inva-
sive species, and expanding Park 
District natural areas. 

For 2030: The rivers as parks 
goal re-imagines non-navigable 
sections of waterways-including 
Bubbly Creek-as instream parks 
planted with wetlands vegetation 
to restore habitat. These places 
will become locations for fishing, 
learning to kayak and canoe safely, 
and quietly meditating in nature. 
Native wetland vegetation also 
helps clean water, prevent ero-
sion, and nurture fish and wildlife. 

-Monica M. Walk 
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