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Mark Pieplow,

From Flyway
to Broadway -

Mayville native Bill Berry directs his career
to national theater

BV RHIEA WL WALE  For Acson Feporior Moda

It takes a amall vilage — a theater crew — to pul on a
show. Whan Mayille native Bill Barry fully understood that,
he krnew he could and would work in theater. But it required
cducation, mentaring and cxpericnce o ransition from high

| SENCal acting dreams 1 his current role as producing artistc

diractor at Tha Sth Avenue Thaatrs in Seattle.

= 3 collgees ur Pt Ressis Theairs in &
‘Phoka by Iracy Marim

Berry's first drama experience was m a producton of
“Wliztic: Man”™ s Maywille Hiph Schoal, *1 discsered (b
magic of thesirienl storyielling ond being on singe,” re-
called Berry, who graduséed frcan MILS in 19960 “] discoy-
wred [ was good at i, i telling slories"

Perry croadits Magville High School choir tcocher Todd
Eruger for validating his eady (bester experience, “He
energized all of us in Arts and maske He gave us permis-
sion to bove and be good at i, Berry said. “And he created
patirways: He told os o Ggure out sstx and costomes, and
pul em Al

“High school simdmis can take on more responsibility
than we usually give them,” said Koager of his decisson s
T i situschionitas el Dabvovrai onh sl st off 5 prroductinon..
“& complete ncior understands the entire production, and
kmews thal il 1akes leamweork and cama radorie.”

Kruger considers Berry o cotabest in the depariment ke
began developing 16 years agn. “T remember getbng the
progrum ol the prommd, and Bill was 3 magor Factor im pel
dng ot going snd bolding ie what it s iedey,” said Krsger,
whwase Moywille show choir bas won 15 grand chomgon-
ships. Berrv, a [ormer member of thal show choir, has
Aimca criabed choreonpraphy for the group Kouger counts
seven prior students now working in professional cheater,
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