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Agreement with community colleges adds up
to balanced education for transfer students
"Two plus two equals four" has tran-
scended its role as an elementary math
statement. Now, students who complete
a two-year associate's degree program at
Triton College can enroll at Loyola Uni-
versity Chicago through its Mundelein
College and complete a bachelor's degree
with another two years of study. This
"Two Plus Two" articulated program
agreement with Triton College, like the
one created with Oakton Community
College in January, puts Loyola in a
partnership position unique among
four-year institutions in Illinois.

"This relationship will allow Mund-
elein College to strengthen its linkages
with community colleges and expand
our joint efforts to reach out to a new
group of students," said Mundelein Col-
lege Dean Stephen Freedman, Ph.D.,
who attended the Oct. 6 signing of the
agreement, along with Loyola President

John J. Piderit, S.J., and Mundelein As-
sociate Dean for Curricular Affairs Ned
Laff, Ph.D.

"I am very excited about the potential
this represents for Loyola," Freedman
said.

"Nationally, community college stu-
dents can finish their associate's degr es
and do good work, but find themselves
a year behind when they enroll in a four-
year university because they have missed
university pre-program requirements,"
explained Laff, who joined Loyola two-
and-a-half years ago, after successfully
implementing similar conduits between
Florida Atlantic University and several
area community colleges. "The intent of
our 'Two Plus Two' programs is to de-
velop deparrrnenr-ro-departrnent agree-
ments so that transfer becomes seamless.
In two years at Triton, students will earn
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ABC News correspondent Ted Koppel
will be the commencement speaker at the
Jan. 15 graduation ceremony planned for
Gentile Center, LSC. The ceremony will
begin at 11 a.m. Koppel will receive an
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their associate's degree and also complete
Loyola's general education and prepro-
gram requirements."

Enrollment trends show that many
high-school graduates are choosing to at-
tend community colleges for their first
two years of higher education. "The rea-
sons vary," Laff said. "It's not a question
of students' ability to get into four-year
schools. Good students are in these com-
munity college programs: Oakton is the
fifth most popular choice for recent grad-
uates of New Trier High School, and we
see the same pattern among high school
districts close to Triton, Harper and Du-
Page colleges. These students, in large
part,. plan to complete a four-year degree,
just not in the way we traditionally think
about it."

Finances are among the reasons stu-
dents choose to begin their higher edu-
cation in community colleges. "Many

students have great jobs in this economy
and don't want to leave, or they aren't
ready to leave the area to attend a four-
year school," Laff noted. "Many also go
to school part-time, and that's another
facet that makes the quality programs
and tuition of Loyola's Mundelein Col-
lege attractive to them. When they are

. ready to transfer to a four-year degree
program, these students will already be
familiar with Loyola's great faculty and
programs through the 'Two Plus Two'
agreement."

"Two Plus Two" students enter Loyola
. through Mundelein College, and the pro-
gram builds off the flexibility of Loyola's
Bachelor of General and Integrated Stud-
ies (B.G.I.S.) degree program, a general
education program in place for rhe past
two years. Due to timing issues and the
recent nature of the articulation agree-
ments, "Two Plus Two" students are eligi-
ble to complete only the B.G.LS. degree

At the signing of the "Two Plus Two" agreement with Triton College is (front row, left to right)
Loyola President Jobn J. Piderit, S.J., Triton President George Jorndt; Stephen Freedman, dean
of Mundelein College; and (back row, left to right) Patti Granados, Triton vice president of aea-
demic affairs and student senices; Ned Laff, associate de~n for curricular affairs for
Mundelein College; and Brenda Watkins, Triton associate vice president of academic affairs
and student services.
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program. "Courses satisfy both the gener- ar

al education program at Triton and at Loy- es
ola," Laff said. "Students are assured that SF
their entire associate's degree is articular- P
ed, and they have the flexibility to put to- Sf

gether a high-powered program-such as til
psychology and human .relarions: Java, P'
Web development and marketing; lan-
guage-area studies and journalism; or lan- cl
guage-area studies and business." so

Linking the schools at the department su
level is a key component, Laff explained, co
and ensures high standards. "This also al- ro
lows departments to be very creative and Sh
entrepreneurial in thinking about cur- to
riculum," he said. Two Oakton Com- ce.
munity College students are now enrolled an.
at Loyola, based on referrals from depart- su,
ment chairs involved in the political sci- M.
ence pilot program. "These students are me
thrilled with what they are doing," Laff an,
said. Triton College pilot programs in a;
planning include criminal justice, psy- WI

chology and computer science. gr;
Partnerships with Loyola provide a wayan

for community colleges to show ac- W
countabiliry for their students upon com- be
pletion of the associate's degree and pro- 2C
vide a recruiting incentive by providing
a smooth link to degree completion. Tri- co
ton is also strengthening relationships IS

with four-year institutions by converting m
a building into a "university center" at its of
River Grove location. This will allow ur
four-year schools to have a campus pres-
ence and provide courses. 'J(

"Traditionally, four-year schools re- tl
cruit traditional students," Laff said. ar
"'Two Plus Two' creates a parallel and sys- n
ternatic means to recruit students. who n
will enter Loyola as juniors. We think cl
this will provide a valuable and effective ti
way to attract students to the quality of a.
Loyola's programs." ti

For more information about "Two Plus tt
Two," contact Laff at 8-8004. n


