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ry about me, I'm fine,”
said Lisa Gitter, Ballard’s
Oakfield-based  cousin
who organizing the fund-
raiser with the help of
other family members.
“It is getting so costly.
Stephanie misses work. I
said, ‘Eric, it is time we
help you as a family.”

Eric Ballard’s health
pathalready has included
areturn of the Hodgkin’s
lymphomaandastem cell
transplant in 2005, Four
years later, heart damage
from earlier cancer treat.
mentled toacoronary by-
pass. And 2010 brought a
diagnosis of a bone mar-
row syndrome called
MDS, followed by a bone
marrow transplant in
2011 and more chemo-
therapy.

The next heart repair
is expected to take place
by early October, The
lung transplant, however,
is on hold until Ballard is
cancer-free  for fiye
years.

Stephanie Ballard not-
ed that waiting on the
lung transplant ijs also
wise because life expec-
tancy after transplant is
generally five to 10 years,

“It's smarter to treat it
like patchwork,” she said.

“Iam OK talking about
it,” Eric Ballard said of
his continued health is-
sues. “I'd rather get it oyt
there and talk about it
Oncelknow what is going
on .. once I know the
prognosis ... T keep push-
ing. My family is more
emotional than I am, Ag
long as I know what
have to do, I'm fine.”

Eric Ballard’s weakep.-
ing physical state meant
quitting his job as a metal

worker at RB Royal In-
dustries last year. The
combined heart and lung
trouble now keep the life-
long Fond du Lac resident
homebound and on 0Xy-
gen. The heart problem
impedes his ability to eat,
and his wife estimates he
has lost about 100 pounds
in the past year. Family
photos on the wall show a
much more robust man,

Stephanie Ballard con-
tinues to teach chemistry
and earth science at
Campbellsport High
School where she has
been on the faculty staff
for 18 years. She also has
taught in the UW-Fonq du
Lac College for Kids and
LEAPS program for 15

ears

<

An Iowa native, Ste-
phanie Ballard laughs
while recounting how she
came to Campbellsport
for a year of teaching ex-
perience at the beginning
of her career, and stayed
— “Trapped,” she joked
— after being introduced
to Eric by her neighbors,

ile Luckson ep.
Jjoyed a year of school at
Fond du Lac’s Lakeshore
Elementary, he will com-
mute with his mother ang
continue his education in
Campbellsport to ease
the family’s transporta-
tion situation,

“The people I work
with are so wonderful to
me,” Stephanie Ballard
said, citing a recent class
Service project dedicated
to the Ballards anq her
colleague’s 0ngoing sup-
port. “Campbellsport is
So tight-knit. It s g com-
munity that takeg care of
everyone.”

Luckson is the high
point on the Ballard’s
hard road of health, The
couple adopted him from
Haiti in 2010 when Luck-
Sonwas 2, and Eric was jn
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remission and feeling
very healthy.

“Adoption is difficult,”
Stephanie Ballard said.
“We knew a domestic
adoption wouldn’t happen
due to health. We picked
Haiti because of its close
proximity, so he could
visit when he is older. It
has worked out so well.
We adore him so much.
God put us together.”

Luckson, who now en-
Jjoys T-ball and soccer, as
well as Ninja Turtles and
LEGOs, accompanies his
parents on the nine-hour
trips to Cleveland. “He is
such a trouper on those
trips,”  Stephanie said,
smiling at her son. “He
doesn't like to be away
from us for long, and it is

etter to stay together.
He is the best kid you'll
ever see. He has a string
bag that he packs up with
books, markers, the Kin-
dle, and toys for appoint-
ments. He is responsible
for packing it on his own_
Heisavery good helper.”

Cousin * Lisa Gitter
hopes the community will
come to the fundraiser to
support the Ballards. Ste-
phanie Ballard simply
hopes the community will
support Gitter’s efforts.

“She has been really
good to our family. ... It is
S0 much work, and so
sweet.”

While committed to
helping, Gitter is realistic
about her fundraising
goals.

“Anything we make is
more than what we have,”
she said.

» Donations to the Bal-
lard’s Clevelang Health
Fund can be made by
check or money order
Payable to Stephanje Bal-
lard, and maileq o PO.
Boor(65 352, Oakfield, W1
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